
Miss Ethel Mary Tate, Voluntary Aid Detachments.  

Died of pneumonia contracted on duty 28 December 1915.  

Stradbroke Village Archive 

It’s come to notice periodically over the last four years that the name E M TATE is referred to as a name  on the Stradbroke War Memorial, when in fact it isn’t. We now 

know that this is Ethel Mary Tate, daughter of  Stradbroke’s vicar, Rev. Canon William Tate.  Ethel served with VADs and died in the course of her duty as a nurse.  

Her sister , Edith, wrote to the Imperial War Museum requesting she be remembered on the memorial in Stradbroke and this was granted. However the memorial was de-

scribed as a brass cross.  

The criteria for names on each town/village memorial is decided by each town/village—we are unaware of the criteria decided by Stradbroke in possibly 1922. Each of the 

seventeen WW1 soldiers named was either a regular soldier in the armed forces or a volunteer who had enlisted to fight. Ethel volunteered to nurse the sick and wounded 

soldiers through the Voluntary Aid Detachment.  

To date we are unaware if Quarter Master Ethel Mary Tate served overseas or not but we now know that she died in Suffolk of Pneumonia on the 28th December 1915 

which was contracted in the course of her duty. 

Each year we stand at the Stradbroke War Memorial and remember the sacrifices made by those who gave their lives during times of conflict. On behalf of the village     

archive, we ask that the village council consider (on this centenary year of the end of WW1) whether Ethel Mary Tate should be mentioned and also recognised as a casualty 

of war. 

Ann Readman  

Stradbroke Village Archive 

• https://www.iwm.org.uk/memorials/name/460748 

• https://www.iwm.org.uk/collections/search?filters%5BagentString%5D%5BTate%2C%20Ethel%20Mary%5D=on  

• https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Voluntary_Aid_Detachment 

• https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-northern-ireland-foyle-west-46108014?fbclid=IwAR3XfVLyMhEby04lP3Mb3amhds5Bc17O7sgANj-NUtvdmSf_aiS35fm8byU 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Voluntary_Aid_Detachment
https://www.iwm.org.uk/memorials/name/460748?fbclid=IwAR03j0hhkvwjVdMyZ-5C86EAtYvXtMlEQRJZisiOYmn712mK8cJGSdm29C0

